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A lot of people dream of owning 

a boat, and once they do, they 

often dream about the next one, 

and the next one. For us Snow 

Dragon II, a Koopmans 49’, is the 

realization of the perfect boat and 

instead of talking about the “next 

boat,” we talk about how lucky 

we are to have this one, 

the places we have been and 

where we want to go with her...   

  When I first stepped aboard Snow 
Dragon II, 8 years ago in Alaska, I 
knew enough about boats to realize 
how special she is and the phenomenal 
amount of work Frances has put 
into her. The first Snow Dragon was 
a Hunter 31, which Frances sailed 
extensively in Alaska before taking 
off to the South Pacific. After losing 
a rudder twice over the course of 18 

months due to a manufacturing defect, 
Frances began thinking it was time to 
get a “grown up boat” built for high 
latitude and remote cruising.
  In the early 90s she put her house on 
the market and began looking for a 
45-55 ft round bilge metal boat with a 
pilothouse, good sailing performance 
and a maximum draft of 6ft. Though 
she was willing to look anywhere 
in the world, her criteria proved 
difficult to match. The closest being a 
homebuilt Ted Brewer design that was 
on the market for $750,000, way over 
her budget without even considering 
the sizable additional investment 
needed to make it right. 
  When Frances realized there really 
wasn’t an off the shelf solution, she 
wrote to Dick Koopmans, a Dutch 
Naval Architect who she had met while 
sailing in Tonga, and asked if he would 
design her a boat. She had admired 
Dick’s designs, the sailing performance 
of his boat Jantine IV and his extensive 
experience designing boats for icy 
waters. Though he was mainly retired 
at the time, he agreed to take on the 
project and designed a 49’ aluminum 
cutter. 
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Frances at the helm, East Greenland Right: Conning through ice trying to reach Pyramiden, Svalbard. 
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Snow Dragon II under construction - frames, and interior before spray foam insulation and 

on the grid in Sitka, Alaska

  Once the plans were complete, 
Frances began talking to boat builders 
in the U.S., and realized that the 
methods used were quite different 
from those used in Holland. After 
one of the builders asked her why 
she wasn’t having it built in Holland, 
she decided to look into whether or 
not that was feasible. To her surprise 
it actually turned out to be cheaper 
to have the kasko hull and deck built 
in Holland and shipped to California 
since the design was much more 
familiar to the Dutch. There was also 
the added bonus that Dick would 
oversee the construction. 
 Having the kasko built long distance 
proved to be a positive and stress 
free experience that only required 
a 1 1 ⁄2 page contract mainly listing 
specifications. During the project 
Frances made two trips to Holland; 
one to meet with Dick and discuss 
the design, the other a month before 
the metalwork was completed. 
Otherwise, communication was done 
by fax and an occasional phone call. 
One fax from Folmers, the builder, 
asked, “Dick specifies a 30kg Bruce. 
You asked for a 50kg, are you sure?” 
To which Frances replied, “Yes, it’s 
his wife who gets up to check the 
anchor in a storm, I want a 50kg.” 
  The only minor oops was a pair 
of ports being placed in the wrong 
position after the builder misread 
a fax requesting a change from the 
drawing. Once Folmers realized the 
mistake, they remedied it, and the 
welding lines of the ghost ports on 
Snow Dragon II’s unpainted hull 
serve as a fond reminder of the people 
who built her. 
 In the San Francisco Bay Area of 
California where Frances had decided 
to finish her boat, things started to 
get complicated when she was told 
by the yard she had lined up that she 
was no longer welcome. They were 
afraid of another unfinished do-it-
yourself boat that was so common 

in the area. By this point Snow Dragon’ ll”s kasko had 
already been loaded on the ship and was due to arrive in a 
couple weeks. Luckily Sanford Wood in Point Richmond 
had space available but then three months in, the yard was 
sold and the buyers intended to turn the low key do-it-
yourself yard into the premier boat yard in the Bay Area. 
To Frances’ relief the new owners realized she was serious 
about finishing her boat and kindly decided to honor the 
agreement she had with the previous owner. 
 While the status of the yard changed and our boat yard 
neighbors became high profile racing boats including 
America’s Cup contender, America 1, Frances continued 
working six days a week turning her kasko into a yacht. 
Though she had been organized and even finished 
some of the woodwork ahead of time including doors 
complete with frames and trim, working on an empty 
kasko is a daunting task. Even for Frances, a professional 
woodworker who has worked extensively on yacht 
interiors.
 The first step was to get the kasko water tight. The 
ports and hatches had been ordered and were ready for 
installation. The pilothouse windows were being custom 
built in Washington by Pacific Coast Marine from patterns 
Frances had brought back from Holland, therefore took 
more time to arrive. So while waiting, Frances began
lining all 36 of Snow Dragon’s frames with 3⁄4” wood 
which was kerf bent, epoxied and bolted to the frames. 
When she proudly told a fellow boat owner that she had 
done two frames that day, the reply was, “Lady
you ain’t gonna to live long enough to finish this”. About 
2,000 aluminum bolts later the framing was complete and 
Frances moved on to cleaning and painting the interior 
aluminum in preparation for insulating with spray foam.
  When it came time to make a final decision on winches 
Frances called Don, the west coast rep for Harken to 
discuss her concerns over the internal wear she had seen on 
the aluminum Harken winches used on the high-end race 
boats that came through the yard. Don asked her what she 
was doing on Saturday and when she said that she would 
be working on her boat, he told her he would stop by. 
From a budget point of view, it was a little scary needing 
enough winches that it was worth the time of Harken’s 
west coast rep to come out to meet Snow Dragon. Don 
brought along a bronze winch, which he dismantled and 
discussed in detail with Frances and Dick Koopmans who 
happened to be in the area with Jantine IV. When Don 
inspected Snow Dragon II, he noticed the jib and staysail 
turning block bases had been welded to fit a previous 
model and said, “Oh, we still have some cheeks left for 
those, we’ll build you two blocks”.
  Choosing a rigger was easy, as Frances had used JP to 
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Clockwise from top left -Frances creating 

scenic watercolours in the cockpit while 

sailing of off Bear Island, Svalbard, 

Krystina stowing fenders after leaving the 

quay in Iceland, the bright, comfortable 

pilot house/dining solarium. Snow 

Dragon II at anchor Sardloq, Greenland,  

Frances working on the radar

Right on page 17 - Frances and

Krystina celebrating Snow Dragon II’s 

15th Birthday in Seydisfjordur,

Iceland

“For us, it’s the magic of traveling under sail.”
install a roller furler and tune the 
rigging on her first boat when 
she had stopped in San Francisco 
en-route for the South Pacific. 
JP’s extensive and varied sailing 
experience was a major asset when 
it came to the rig specs. When 
challenged by his supplier about the 
size of wire specified for the rig, he 
pointed out, “Frances took a Hunter 
31 to Australia, this boat is going to 
get sailed”. To keep the weight down 
aloft, he used swage fittings on the 
upper terminals and the heavier more 
corrosion resistant Norseman fittings 
on all the bottom terminals. 
  It was also important that Snow 
Dragon II could be easily single 
handed as she was intended for long 
distance sailing with two people. 
With the exception of the spinnaker, 
pole and hank on staysail, which 
at the time was more reliable than 
a roller furler, all sail adjustments 
including reefing could be done from 
the cockpit. 
  Not everyone Frances approached 
in the marine industry was interested 
in adding their specialty to the 
project. The first propeller shop she 
went into to enquire about a shaft 
and prop took one look at the prints 
and said, “It doesn’t matter what you 
put on that boat, it will never move”. 
She walked out in disgust and went 
to Alameda Prop where Theresa said, 
“how much time do you have?” and 
spent the next three hours teaching 
Frances all about props. Then offered 
to supply a Nibral bronze prop and 
Aquamet shaft for Snow Dragon II 
with the guarantee that if the prop 
didn’t work they would replace 
it. When it came to installing the 
shaft Frances epoxied a fiberglass 
tube inside the aluminum pipe with 
fiberglass cutlass bearing at each 
end to keep the stainless steel shaft 
isolated from the aluminum hull; 

one of the many steps that had to 
be taken to protect the hull from 
electrolysis.
  After 2 1 ⁄2 years of hard work, 
Snow Dragon II was launched on 
June 21, 1998. Frances was offered 
the opportunity to operate the travel 
lift but decided it was best to leave 
the launching to the professionals 
and just enjoy seeing Snow Dragon 
II float for the first time, without the 
added pressure of not dropping her! 
With Snow Dragon II berthed next 
to the first Snow Dragon, Frances’ 
life was then transferred from one 
boat to the next. 
  It takes a real passion to be able to 
build a boat and still have the drive 
to sail and maintain something that 
has taken a phenomenal amount of 
time and effort to achieve. Sixteen 
year on, Snow Dragon II like any 
boat still demands constant attention, 
but in the meantime she has taken us 
to many wonderful places including 
her home waters of Alaska, Svalbard, 
the Black Sea, Greenland and Isla 
Providencia.  
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parent’s boat Magic Dragon. Though she 

continued to be around boats while growing 

up in Hawaii she had never thought she 

would end up crewing on one, until she 

spent a summer in Alaska on Snow Dragon 

II. For her what makes sailing special 

is being able to explore the places only 

accessible by boat.

  Frances Brann dinghy sailed as a child 

in England but didn’t get into ocean 

sailing until she moved to Alaska. After an 

unusually sunny week chartering in Prince 

William Sound, she realized her passion 

for mountains and the ocean could be 

combined.  

  Snow Dragon II is a 49’ aluminum sail 

boat designed by Dick Koopmans. She 

prefers dacron to diesel and loves remote 

anchorages. Her port of registry is Juneau, 

Alaska. Crew consists of Frances, Krystina 

and various friends who wish to spend 

time on board throughout their travels. 

Follow Snow Dragon II’s adventures at 
www.snowdragon2.com  and on twitter @
SnowDragon II. 


